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“HOLD YOUR HORSE §‘}* 
By Don F, Smith - Founder CHS, 


"Hold your horses, here come the elephants!" - That was the cry of 
the mounted parade marshall, as oldtime Circus parades drew to a 
neisy end, However, we wonder whether it was really the bulls, or 
the gaudy steam calliope,which followed, belching forth huge clouds 
of black smoke, and emitting tunes which ranged from raucous, to 
melodious songs of the day, which the parade marshall should have 
warned of, 


If it was a parade of the Barnum and Bailey Greatest Show on Farth, 
the Oalliope Player was no doubt Cap Carroll, who returned to the 
Big Show the past two seasons, to play his beloved old instrument 
in Spec, True, his shoulders were just a bit stooped, his face 
lined with kindly wrinkles, and his Steam Calliope now modernly 
steamlined in the best of fashion of this motor age, with huge rub- 
ber tires replacing the brilliant sunburst wheels of its heyday. 
Even the boiler was now fired by oil. ad of the coal to which it 
was formerly aocustomed, But as the six horses started, with a 
slight tug at the reins, Cap returned to the past. His hands car- 
essed the keyboard and his eyes sparkled, as he adjusted the steam 
control,and shouted above the noise of the first note, "This is my 
theme song"} - Then he was enveloped in smoke and steam, and al-— 
though we sat side by side on his 3mall sicol, I saw no more of Cap 
until the last note of "Auld Lang Syne" died away in the far corners 
of the Big Top. 


Avid Lang Syne! It brought memories to me, too, as I thought back 
over the years to the first steam calliope, which was invented by 
Josiah stoddard, a Seventh Day Adventist, in Worcester, Mass., 
Stoddard had grown tired of pumping the old Church Organ, and figured 
that his task could be done as well by steam, but he had no way of 
controlling the volume for indoor use, and on the very first time, 
his steam organ was used, the congregation were driven to the street 
with ringing ears, and that weeks sermon went for naught. It is 
interesting to note that Stoddard also wrote many hymns which are 

in present use, and that the first "steam organ" which was his hobby 
contained only enough notes to play these hymns, 


Steam Oalliopes next appeared on the Mississippi River Showboats, to 
attract crowds to the docks at which they tied, It is claimed that 
their first use in parade, was for an old time Election rally by 
torch—light, when a calliope was removed from a ¥isl%iug showboat, 
and plarsed on an express wagon, to drewn out cries of the opposition, 
A cirous manager was impressed by the possibilities and obtained the 
organ for his parades, at once, and soon ail shows carried at least 
one of the steam chariots, which were advertised by various names, 
but always featured in parades of that time, 


The Two Jesters Calliope was built in 1884, and was originally paint- 
ed Red with Gold figures, and rolled on White wheels, with Orange 
sunbursts, It was driven by four horses in early seasons, Later, the 
color was changed to Green and Silver, or blue and Yellow (and ence 
appeared in natural colors, according to Alex, Olark, of Stamford, 
Conn,,) Among early Calliope tunes were "Camptown Races"; "Hot Time 
Tonight";"Wearin of the Green"; and Bicyole Built for Two", When 
Jumbo was killed in St, Thomas, Ont,, in 1885, the Galliope played 
"Auld Lang Syne", and the same tune was repeated at P.T, Barnum's 
Death, a few years later, Onoe., when "Crasv Ray" Chu’sser. of Ucle 
Bros., Circus was passing thru hin howe town, Ae ke we enouga ; 
steam to play his favoxyitea tune for the rai althcugh 1t was well 
past midnight, 
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"Hold your Horses" —- Concluded, 


4s the 1919 season drew to a close, the Two Jesters wagon was badly 
wreoked, when the brakes failed, on the way to the runs, and one side 
of the Calliope was splintered, as it crashed down a hill, running 
over the wheel horses, which were terribly bruised by the heavy 
vehiele, The wagon was returned to winter quarters, and did not 
appear in parade again until 1934, when used by The Hagenbeck-iallace 
circus. 


The last completely new carved circus wagon was the Steam Calliope 
built for the John Robinson Circus in 1917, and later used by Walter 
Le Main in the early '20's, It was usually painted Green and Gold, 
and was played by Deacon Albright, This Calliope is the one now on 
display in Henry Ford's Greenfield Village, at Dearborn, Mich., al- 
though somewhat disfigured by the addition of non-matching carving, 
and placing of pipes on the roof, instead of in the original position 
in wagon body, 


Jess Adkins told me that the Calliope used by Cole Bros.,Circus in 
1937 was not the same used by Pawnee Bill Wild West Show, as believed 
by some persons, despite the Indian head in center panels. Jess 
Claimed the Pawnee Bill Calliope was one with Clown heads, and was 
obtained by Sells—Floto when the Two Bill Show was purchased by Bon- 
file and Tammen, This S-F Calliope was stored at Peru, Ind., winter- 
quarters, and was among the wagons recently destroyed there for sal-— 
vage purposes, Walter L. Main had a wagon of similar design, but 
lower front section and although this was a light wagon, compared to 
most calliopes, was sometimes drawn by ten white or dappled horses, 
in parade, 


But the steam blows away, and almost before the last note echoes in 
the near distance Oap removes the cotton from his ears, and carefully 
covers his organ keyboard and locks to remain undisturbed until the 
next parade, wherever it may be. The sun is shining brightly as we 
emerge from the tent, but somehow our mind seems to still wander in 
the hazy past, We still hear "Auld Lang Syne" and "Hold Your Horses", 
Ladies and Gentlemen, "Here Oome the Elephants", 


Editors Note: Certainly a fine addition to our historical articles, 
is the above interesting story written by Don Smith, An old calliope 
photo will be sent out with the next regular issue of the Bandwagon, 
This special edition replaces the regular Historical Sheet for the 
month of Maroh only, 


What season did Adam Forepaugh & Sells Bros., Show have the Fire 
fighting apparatus in parade and in Spec? This query is asked by 
Donald H. Shepherd, OHS, 


In this connection would advise that W.W. Tyson has in his circus 
advertising collection, a 12 page courier for the season of 1907 show- 
ing that the apparatus above referred to was in use that year. On the 
outside cover is shown one of the old style steam fire engines on its 
way to a call, drawn by three white horses, The season in this in- 
stance cannot be disputed because the date is printed on the inside 
cover — 1907. 


The front cover states "Now added and seen at each performance under 
the largest tents ever constructed the fiercely thrilling tremendous 
spectacle "FIGHTING THE FLAMES" — with 1000 characters - 40 fire 
fighters, Big Scenic city larger than 100 theatres and many times 
larger in every way than any spectacle the world has ever seen, 


This must have been a very wonderful and thrilling spectacle, and who 
can give us further information about it. Really — how latge was 

the scenery depicting the "town" and what about the "holiday parade 
approaching down the street," as the fire breaks out? 
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BANDWAGON NAM 


Following is a report on thie interesting subject by Don F. Smith, 
Publicity Director of C.H.S, 


( Mich, 
Jivision ) Ohio “Umited States" (Ringling) 
“Indiana Don Smith, 


Division — Canada "Great Britain" (Robbins ~- 101 Ranch) 
W.W. Tyson. 


Division ~( Alabama 
eto, "Columbia" (recently Cole Bros) 
Robt. Sams, 


Division —South America 
(if Separate 
Division) "Two Hemisphere" (Barnum) 


Division - "Unaffiliated 
Members" "Five Graces" (Forepaugh) 
Frank Norton, 


Note - This latter selection doubtful, as there is no such division 
technically, although Norton suggested to be used for performer mem— 
bers with no definite home address for the season, 


Someone suggested "America" but this letter has been mislaid -—— or 
may have been verbal suggestion. I thought that all members might 
belong to an "America" Wagon if not otherwise in a State Group. 


Please send further Division titles to Don Smith for his approval, so 
that further definite plans may be gone ahead with. 


Death touched the ranks of the CHS for the first 
time on Sunday, February 28, when George Kelley, 

CHS of Guelph, Ont., Canada died in Hospital after 

a short illness, Although Mr. Kelley was one of + 
our newer members, he was long interested in The 
Cireus, Previous to his retirement he was railway 
engineer, and on many occasions around the turn of 
the Century hauled circus trains through Western 
Ontario. He was 72 years of ege, His widow survives. 


Harry P, Bowman, CHS, old time circus man, sends us the following 
information about a little-known title; 


Indian Bill's Historio Wild West and Mexican Hippodrome, 
J. Augustus Jones and Elmer H, Jones, Owners, E.H, Jones, Manager; 
H.H. Whitter, General Agent. Season opened at McKees Rocks, Pa,, 
April 2end, 1903, Walter Leslie, Manager of Side Show, Wm Lane and 
Harry Bowman on tickets; Lewt Bill Herrington, Oriental Department, 
Show travelled on 13 cars, until Fall when they showed at Hageratown, 
Md., on Saturday as a 13 oar show and at Shepherdstown, Va., on Mon—- 
day as a 3-oar show. Season closed at Grafton, W, Va. Oct. 3rd. 
Winter quarters at Clifton Forge, Va., Two 2-car shows were put out 
from Olifton Forge in the Spring of 1904, viz; The jones Model Plate 
Railroad Shows and Jones New Empire Show. 


The new and enlarged Membership List for CHS will be in the mails 
before the end of March. 
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NOTICE 


to all Fans, Collectors, Historians. 


Effective at once, all sales of 
DON SMITH PHOTOS 
(except 1942 Ringling, Cole and T. Jacobs) 
are discontinued for the duration, 
due to uncertainty of time of call to 
service, and lack of time to fill orders, 

If you now have an unfilled order, 
Please notify me at once, so that photos or 
money may be refunded, 

I will continue to purchase items for 
my own collection, and desire your offers of 
Oirous Letterheads, programs, route cards,etc., 


Oash or trade for photos on hand, 





Many duplicates in stock. 


Thanks for Past Patronage, Buy Bonds for Victory. 


DON F, SMITH 
Box 26, Farmington, Mich, ,U.8.4, 


Circus Photos for Sale 





FOR SALE 
Barnett Bros., 1931 parade. 
OLD CIRCUS PHOTOS RB&BB 1922 wooden cars. steam 
| operated Merry—go-round, 
Sample and List for 15cts, Send fo¥ circus and carnival 
lists. Will sell or trade, 
"real old timers" - Want good carnie pix as well. 


Harry P, Bowman, CH S98 63, FRANK A. NORTON — CHS 
| Box 78. Clarksville, Va., until 
Jeanette, April eend, then care Bright 
Lights Exposition Shows, care o 
Penna., U.S.A. Billboard, Cincinnati, Ohio, 





IMPORTANT NOTIOE! 


Oommencing April lst, 

First Class Canadian Letter 

rate will be increased by l1¢,. hh i : 3 

e.g. letters formerly requ: | Al wan ite Tops 

ing 3¢ will now take 4¢.When | New York Clippers. 

writing to Canadian CHS is What have you? State date, 

ficers please keep in mind, and price first letter, 

This only appliee to first Walter W. Tyson, CHS 2 
clases mail. 27 Green Street, 


=+-- Guelph, Ontario, Ganada, 
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